
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An offer of thanks….. 

 
We would like to take a moment to thank all of the 
individuals, organizations, and businesses, too 
numerous to name, that have allowed the Sparta 
Community to host the Moving Wall memorial. It is 
because of the individuals and businesses that 
donated money and supplies to finance this 
endeavor, and the many volunteers who gave their 
time and creative energies to help plan the 
memorial, that we are able to present “The Wall 
That Heals”. 

 
             We couldn’t have done it without you!! 
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A TIME TO REMEMBER 

A TIME TO REFLECT 
A TIME TO HEAL 

 
“OUR NATION HONORS THE COURAGE, SACRIFICE 

AND DEVOTION TO DUTY AND COUNTRY OF ITS 
VIETNAM VETERANS.” 

 
Thursday, August 21 – Sunday, August 24, 2008  

 
Opening Ceremony 

Thursday, August 21, 2008 at 6:30 P.M. 
Rogers Park 

 
Wall Display 

Thursday, August 21 – Sunday, August 24, 2008 
Balyeat Field 

We Will  
Remember!  



 
 
Opening Ceremony   
      Thursday, August 21, 2008 – 6:30 P.M. 

 
Welcome 
 Leonard “Skip” Meyer II, Village President 
 

Presenting the Colors 
 Kent County Sheriff Department Honor Guard 
 

Missing Man  
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 Led by the American Legion Post # 107 
 

Sparta Community Choir “America the Beautiful” 
 Arrangement – Jeffrey Roland 
 Director – Deb Holtz 
 

Brief Overview of the Vietnam War 
 Larry Carter, Sparta History Teacher and 
 Sparta Township Historical Commission Member 
 

“Why Veterans Reunite” 
 Jay Grams, Vietnam Veteran 
 

Personal Reflections 
 

 “Soldiers Over There” 
Written & Performed by Bill Alexander, Formerly of Sparta 

 

Three Volley Salute 
 

Taps 
 Kent County Veterans Honor Guard 
 

West Michigan Memorial Pipes and Drums 
 

Memorial Walk 
 Procession from Rogers Park to Balyeat Field 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Closing Ceremony 
 Sunday, August 24, 2008 - 8:00 P.M. 
Welcome 
 Leonard “Skip” Meyer II, Village President 
 

God Bless America 
 Father Tony Vainavicz, Sparta Resident 
 

Closing Prayer 
 Dave Nichols, Vietnam Veteran 
 

“IN HONOR OF THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE ARMED 
FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WHO SERVED 

IN THE VIETNAM WAR. THE NAMES OF THOSE WHO GAVE 
THEIR LIVES AND OF THOSE WHO REMAIN MISSING ARE 

INSCRIBED IN THE ORDER THEY WERE TAKEN FROM US.” 
 

The Moving Wall is the half-size replica of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Wall, located in Washington, D.C. and 
tours the country on request. Structures of the moving wall 
travel across the nation from April through November. It has 
been displayed in every state across the entire continental 
United States as well as Alaska, Hawaii and Canada. 
 

The Moving Wall will be open to the public 24 hours a day 
from Thursday August 21st, through Sunday August 24th. There 
is no admission fee. Trained volunteers will be on site to help 
visitors locate names of loved ones inscribed on the wall. 
Visitors are encouraged to take rubbings of the names. 
 

Many who visit The Moving Wall will leave memorials in the 
form of flowers, notes, medals and photographs. All of these 
cherished artifacts will be collected and preserved before The 
Moving Wall continues on its journey.  
 

The Vietnam Memorial Moving Wall encourages us to 
remember and honor the men and women who served in the 
Vietnam War, in the comfort of familiar surroundings. Many 
who are unable to visit The Wall in Washington D.C. find the 
strength to visit “The Wall That Heals”, in the familiar 
surroundings of their own communities. 


